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Mefo a&‘Q;«L

30 Folk So1gs and Spiria
R.Ql..i;g.i(},ll-s_‘;an 0 Sesllar-

fimerican Negro
Songs

230 Folk Songs and Spirftuals,
Religious and Sesular

Jomn W. Work

From joyous gospel to deeply felt blues, this wonderful collection
contains viatage songs sung and played through the years by back
Americans—at work, in church and for pure entertainment. Included
are spirituals, hlues, work songs, and 2 variety of social and dance songs.

This tmportant volume was originally compiled in 1940 by Dr. John
W. Work, the noted musicologist affiliated with Fisk University and
the celebrated Fisk Jubilee Singers. In it, he discusses the origins
and history of black American folk musie, the influence of slavery
and African cultures as well as the Iyric significance of such much-
loved songs a5 “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot,” “Steal Away to Jesus,”
“Lord, I Want to Be a Christian,” and “jobn Eenry.” These informa-
tive notes lead up to the heart of the bock: the complete words and
music for 236 religious and secular songs, incleding “Study War No
More,” “Eeep Me from Sinking Dewn,” “You May Bury Me in the
East,” “Rock of Ages,” “Go Tell 1t on the Mountain,” and'many others.

This is an indispensable treasury of music for singers, musicians and
all readers seeking a comprehensive sourcebook of black American
folk music. It will be equally welcomed at parties, family get-togethers,
sing-atongs, church eveats and other gatherings where people want
to play and sing these classic folk songs that are an integral part of
American musical history.

Unabridged Dover {1998) republication of the edition published by
Crown Publishers, Inc, New York, 1940 Bibliegraphy. Index of
Song Titles. 272 pp. 6% x 94. Paperhound.

ALSO AVAILABLE
Nesro FoLx Music, U. S. A, Harold Courlander. 324pp. 5% x 8%.
27350-4 Pa. $9.85

Free Dover Music Catulog (59057-7)

availabie upon request. ISBN 9-Y48L-40273-%

34084

$9.95 IN UIA oD N St

—




I'm workin on the Buildin®

Refrain:
I'm workin on the buildin®
for my Lord.

Verse: :

LIfI was as sinner.
L tell you what I would do,
['d throw away my sinful ways
an’ workin'on the buildin® too.

2.If I was a dancer ,
I'tell you what I would do, _
I'd throw away my dancin’ shoes
an’ workin'on the buildin” too. ‘

3.IfT was a gambler,
I tell you what I would do,
I'd throw away my gamblin® dice
an’ workin® on the buildin® too.

I'm workin on the Buildin®

Refrain:
I'm workin'on the buildin' for my Lord.

Verse:
LIfT was as sinner I tell you what I would de,

I'd throw away my sinful ways an’ workin® on the buildin’ too.

2XfIwasa dancer , I tell you what I would do,

I'd throw away my dancin’ shoes an workin' on the buildin® too.

3.If I 'was a gambler, I tell you what I would do,

I'd throw away my gamblin'dice an’ workin' on the buildin® too.

e

Ich arbeite an dem Bauwerk
ﬁ:_meinen Herm.

Wireich ein Siinder

wiirde ich, das erzihle ich dir,
die sundhaﬁen Wege verlassen
und auch an dem Gebiude bauen.

Wiire ich ein Tinzer

wiirde mh, das erzihle ich dir,
meine Tanzschuhe wegwerfen
und auch an dem Gebéude bauen.

Wiire ich ein Spieler

wiirde ich, das erzithle ich d1r
meinen Wiirfel wegwerfen

und anch an dem Gebaude banen.

Ich arbeite an deni Béuwerk fiir meinen Hermn.
Ware ich ein Siinder wiirde ich, das erza.hle ich dir,
die siindhaften Wege verlassen und auch an dem Gebéude bauen,

Waire ich ein Tanzer wiirde ich, das erzahle ich dir,
meine Tanzschuhe wegwerfen und auch an dem Gebiude bauen,

Wire ich ein Spleler wiirde ich, das erzihle ich dir,
meinen Wiirfel wegwerfen und auch an dem Gebaude bauen.



